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Robert L. Crippen Elementary Earns Membership to 
No Excuses University Network of Schools 

 
PORTER - Robert L. Crippen Elementary has earned membership to the No Excuses University 
Network of Schools.  To earn membership into this prestigious network of “like-minded” 
schools, Robert L. Crippen Elementary needed to complete an extensive online application 
focused on the “Six Exceptional Systems” the school has developed based on the No Excuses 
University model. The school also was required to submit a video to the No Excuses University 
Application Committee to demonstrate the “Culture of Universal Achievement” they have 
developed on their campus. 
 
Robert L. Crippen Elementary  earned the recognition by demonstrating a commitment to 
college readiness and through efforts to ensure all children meet standards in reading, writing 
and math, no matter their challenges. Robert L. Crippen Elementary now is part of a growing 
No Excuses Network of Schools across the country. 

Robert L. Crippen Elementary is an amazing place for students to learn. Principal Crystal 
Mayes introduced the book to her staff almost three years ago:  “Three summers ago, we 
read the No Excuses University book and came together as a staff to write our Big Hairy 
Audacious Goal (BHAG). The staff and I believe that all Crippen Astronauts will display stellar 
citizenship and be at or above grade level in all academic subjects.” They have worked 
tirelessly on each exceptional system and had over 25 staff members attend No Excuses 
University institutes. They applied for approval this year with the following video: 
https://vimeo.com/214049480. Each classroom teacher has adopted a university as their 
classroom, and each grade level attends a university field trip each year to plant the seed 
about dreaming big and knowing, “After high school comes college.”  

In 2004, Damen Lopez founded the No Excuses University Network of Schools in San Diego, 
California. This endeavor helps to build a bridge for all students to attend college as it begins 
promoting a comprehensive college readiness model starting in pre-kindergarten. Ten years 
after Damen first began sharing this message with thousands of educators across the country, 
there are now hundreds of schools participating as part of the No Excuses University revolution. 
To date this work, which is now influencing the lives of more than 130,000 students in eighteen 
states, has received national attention and has been featured in numerous television and 
newspaper stories. 
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“We are proud to partner with Robert L. Crippen Elementary  . We are inspired by the school’s 
commitment to college readiness and we respect their relentless pursuit of success for all of 
their students,” stated the Vice President of No Excuses University, Frank Nardelli. “We believe 
all children deserve the opportunity to be educated in a way that prepares them for college if 
they so choose to attend. We believe all children can be academically successful. Most 
importantly, we believe the Robert L. Crippen Elementary has the POWER to make this dream a 
reality.” 

 
The schools in the NEU Network are not asked to pay any membership dues. Before Robert L. 
Crippen Elementary School could apply to become a member of the NEU Network, the Principal 
and a team representing the school’s staff attended an NEU Training Institute in 
Cypress-Faribanks, TX and Dallas, TX. Damen Lopez presented the keynote address on each day 
of the 2-day training experience. NEU Associates presented Breakout Sessions to share ideas 
with schools on how to develop their Six Exceptional Systems. The No Excuses University 
presents several Institutes in various locations around the country each year.  
 
“New Caney ISD and the community have committed to providing students with a wide range 

of opportunities for college and career exploration,” Superintendent Kenn Franklin said. “We 

are proud of the work that Robert L. Crippen Elementary School has done in creating an 

environment in which students not only think about what comes after high school but begin 

to intentionally plan for and work toward a future of lifelong learning. We look forward to 

great things from the school’s participation in the No Excuses University network and its 

efforts to make college a reality for students.” 

 
About Robert L. Crippen Elementary: 
Robert L. Crippen Elementary  was founded in 1997. We have over 900 students in Grades 
PK-5th grade with 75 staff members.  
 
About No Excuses University: 
 
The No Excuses University (NEU) hosts a number of events that share ideas from practitioners 
to practitioners with “Six Exceptional Systems” at the heart of their work. From institutes to 
annual national conventions, NEU is constantly on the road bringing this message to life. The 
NEU Network of Schools is made up of schools that choose to apply for official NEU status as 
part of their desire to be a part of a movement far bigger than what might take place on their 
campus alone. Not all schools that have attended a No Excuses University event make the 
choice to apply for this status. In addition, not all schools that do apply are accepted. The 
thousands of educators at these very diverse schools (Pre-K, K-5, K-6, K-8, middle, junior high, 
high school, college, and charter) collectively support more than 130,000 students, many living 
in challenging environments where poverty is the standard. Only schools that have been 
recognized as official NEU campuses are allowed to use the trademarked No Excuses University 
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name and logo associated with this endeavor. 
 
For more information about the No Excuses University, please visit www.noexcusesu.com.  
Follow No Excuses University on Facebook and on Twitter (@noexcusesu). 
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